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x OF THE SEVERAL, a 


CHURCHES, 


“MEETING FOR DIVINE AT 


COPPICE, ‘PERSHORE, 
COSELEY, . RYEFO 
ROMSGROVE,. EVESHAM, 
COLEFORD, LEOMINSTER, 


Having also received LETTERS. from 
BIRMINGHAM, BEWDLEY,  WILLENHALL, we 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
| BEING ME? iW 
AT TEWKESBURY,. 


‘Maiptaining the of pective Churches ;—and firmly beliey- 
ing the Lmportant. Doctrines of Thfee Equal Persons in the Godhead :—Eter- 
nal and Personal Election ;—Original Sin ;—Particular Resespption ree 
Justification by the Righteousness of Christ imputed ;—Efficacious Grace in 


_ Regeneration; the Final Perseverance of the Saints ;—thé Resurrectiob of tlie / 


TO THE. 
"SEVERAL WOCIETIES THEY REPRESENT, 


Dean 


the tender mercies of our God, we again met if 
' affociation, and can fay that our minds have been {weetly refrefh- - 
in the different exercifés of his worthip. The ftates of the refpec- 
tive churches as défcribed in your letters, have paft in review before cam ? 
and have been attended with mingled feelings of joy and forrow ; 
on hearing of the peace and profperity of many.of them, and f 
at the reverfe ef thefe, in others.—We have borne you on our hearts fo 
the throne of grace; and ‘ftill intreat that you may abound. in Piety 
rudence, patience, and perfeverance, in every thing lov ely 5 > that 
ay ftudy toadorn the holy profefiion you have made of the gof ‘6 | 
Chrift ; and-experience the rich anointings of the Spirit of God. And, * 
‘as one ‘great means of accomplithing thefe, we would commend to your 
attention, the ferious and interefting fubject, ag ge for the prefent 
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Prayer is an important branch of religious worthip, and of chris- 

tian duty ; yea, the moft folemn in which we can be engaged. In eve- 
other religious exercife we are emploved in fomething concernipz 

; but here, in {peaking immediately to him. How ly d'd A- 
braham feel the folemnity of this work—* Behold, now I have iaken 
upon me to fpcak unto the Lord, which am but duft and afhes.” Gen. 
“mvili. 27.—And if the holy angels in glory veil their faces before the 
the divine throne; what fincerity, reverence, and abafement become 
us, at his feet. “Of all the fruits which faith produces in Chriftians, 


anar prayer is the principal one.”. We would not doubt of your 


hg up a daily intercourfe with the throne of grace ‘n fecret; (if 
prayerlefs, then gracele{s) and we are very unwilling to fufpe& you of 
megleGing family worfhip; for a dreadful imprecation lies upon those 
families that cal] not upon God. But itis more efpecially to united and 
focial prayer, we would now dire& your attention; though meetings 
for this great bufinefs, are commonly thought too lightly of, and neg- 
le&ted by many.—The feveral direétions and exhortations to the church- 
€s, to attend to the duty of prayer; do not regard them merely as in- 


4ividuals, but as bodies and communities, joining together in that fer- 


vice —* The religious meetings of God's a. ays Mr. Henry, ‘thall 
be meetings for prayer, in which they fhall join together, as a token 
of their united faith and mutual love.—God is pleafed to make thofe 
who love him, inftruments of good to each other, and this is effeéted 


in nothing, more, than in focial prayer and praife-—As in temporal, 
fo in fpiritual things—‘ Two are bettgr than one,’ and by uniting their 


ftrength, can perform wonders. It was predifed that in the times of 
Mefhah “It fhould come to pafs, that there fhould come people, and 
the inhabitants of many cities; and the inhabitants of one city fhall 
go to another, faying, let us go {peedily to pray before the Lord, and 
to feek the Lord of Hofts; I will go alfo.”—Zech. viii 20, 2). 

We have many painful evidences of the great indifference of fome 
of you Brethren, to thefe meetings ; meetings highly calculated to’ pro- 
mote your fpiritual profperity ; the negleét of which, is an awful indi- 
dication of the declining ftate of religion in your hearts. You muft re- 
member the time, when a deprivatrou of fuch an enjoyment, would 
“have grieved your fpirit: and now probably you are feeking excufes to 
guiet your confeiences, in withdrawing your attendance on thefe fea- 

ons of grace and times of refrefhing. “How is the gold become dim 


and the moft fine gold changed.” It too plainly proves a difaffeGtion to — 


‘the worfhip of God, a want of zeal and loyalty in the Redeemer’s caufe, 
‘and is a mark of thameful indifference to the enjoyment of the divine 
prefence. 
While enforcing the duty of attendance on meetings for focial 
prayer, we will iet before you—The necessity of thefe folemn exercises, 
—We do not even fuppofe that your attendance on them, is neceflary 
to your falvation; but, it might be a hard and difficult tafk to prove, 
that thofe who are in a ftate of falvation, are willing to neglect fuch 
‘meetings; for that would fhew that they are averfe to meet with Jefus 
Chrift, or at leaft, utterly indifferent to communion with him; which 
are awful indications.of unregeneracy. Thefe mectings appear to be 


1. From the general ftate of our refpe@ive Churches. If here and 
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_ there one of thefe be fpiritaal and flourithing ; others are languid and 


cold: little real affe&tion and brotherly love, ipirituality and lively zeal 
toward the interefis of Zion, are difcovered: this is truly affecti 

and efpecially toa terder mind. Who, that feels his foul alive to God, 
is tenfible of his ob,,gation to the free, fovereign grace of God in | 
‘Chrift Jefus, and has any concern for the honour of Christ; can view 
theie things with indifference ? “‘ When the fiate of God's Church.is 
very low and very-helpless, it is proper to be recommended by our pray- 
ers to God's pity.” Brethren, let us each confider that the influence of 
example is great; that one who treats meetings for focial prayer with - 
coolness, may influence others to do the fame; few will then ‘ come 
to the help of. the Lord, against the mighty; and thus the hands of 
Minifters, and others, who are hearty friends; are weakened.—There-— 
fore faith Paul, ‘ Now | befeech you, Brethren, for the ‘Lord Jefus 
Chrift’s fake, & for the love of the fpirit, that ye ftrive together with 
me, in your prayers to God for me.’ Rom. xv. 30. “ What reafon have 
Chriftians to expec ordinances to be benefical ; the church with which 
they ftand conneéted to profper; or the labours of their Paftors to be 
bleit, while focial prayer is neglected?” Again; the example of one 
who is fleady, lively, and devotional in his attendance here, may in- 
fluence many; and when the coals enkindled are brought near toge- 


_ ther, they burn more ftrongly, and fend forth a greater heat. If we have 


any genuine concern for the profperity of the Redeemer’s caufe, let us 
fhew it, by a diligent, confcientious, and lively regard to focial pray- 
er meetings. An indifpofition to thefe, is always an unfavourable 

2. From the ftate of our own fouls as individuals, this fervice is 
neceflary.. 

Who among us can say, we have as much perfonal religion as we 
need, as we defire ?—that we can now fit down and live upon our old 
flock, without the farther ufe of means?—that we have completely 
conquered every evil of the heart—that we have encouraged the Breth- 
ren in the ways and work of the Lord, and have fought the intcrest 
of Christ, as much as we ought todo? And yet, fuch is the language 
of the conduct, when the ordinances of God are unnecessarily nogielt- 
ed (and that of focial prayer, is the life of every other)—No, Brethren, 
we ftill feel that we are lamentably defective in every grace ;—are ftill 
ip an enemies’ country, and fill need an increafe of love, zeal, firength 
and devotednefs to God: hence, we need the advice, co-operation and — 
prayers of each other; and how fhall we enjoy thefe more, than at fach 
meetings ?—‘ The Children of Iirae] faid to Samuel—cease not to cry 
unto the Lord our God for us, that he will fave us out of the hand of 
the Philiftines.. Thus let us unite in prayer for each other. 

3. From the example of old and new Testament Saints, we may 
argue the neceflity of focial prayer. | | 

It has been the practice of the people of God in every age, to meet 
together for ferious and folemn prayer, both on particular emergen- 
cies, and when any great and public bleffing was to be fought. And 
when do the churches appear more amiable, or formidable, than when 
they imitate fuch noble and pious examples? then indeed, they refem- 
ble the church of.old; “ Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terri- 
ble as an army with banners! Thus, when Jchofbaphat King of Judah, 
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was flireatened with war from fome of the furtounding nations. “He 


feared and fet himfelf to feck the Lord, and proclaimed a faft through - 
gat all Jadah—And Judah gathered themifelves together to afk help of 
the Lord’: ‘even out of all the Cities of Judah they came to feck the 
ight have p in excufe, trouble of goin to Jeru- 
can each of us feek the Lord at home without 
the fatigue and inconveniences of going fo far,” but no, they faw the 
need of united, and earnest prayer, in their prefent trouble. We, 
Brethren, can eafily meet together in our refpective focieties, for fo- 
Jemn prayer and praife, with little or noinconveniénce. Again, Ezra, 
and thoie who went up with him from Babylon. “Sought of God a 
waght way for them.”"—So ; after the refurreétion of Chrift, the Apos- 
tles teturned t6 Jérufalem and continued with one accord in ptayer re! 
fupplication with the Women, Kc. Acts i, 14. “ And when Pa 
and Barnabas had ordained Elders in the Chiirches they vifited, and 
had prayed with fafting ; they commended thee to the Lord, on whom 
they believed.”. Can any among us read these portions and fpeak, or 
even think lightly of meetings for focial prayer ?—And, Paul, bound 
for Jernfalem ; ‘having landed at Tyre, fays, “ And when we had ac- 
complithed thofe days, we departed and went our way, and they all 
- broaght us on our way, with Wives and Children, till we were out of 
the City; and we kneeled down on the thore and prayed” AGts xxi. 
6, And again, when Peter was kept in prifon; prayer was madé 
without ceafing of the Charch, unto God for him. “And when he had 
confidered the thing he came to the houfe of Mary the Mother of John, 
whoie furname was Mark, where many were gathered together pray- 
ang.” Ads xii. 5. 12.—Such precedents, Brethren, have the force of 
command in them—Itis commendable to imitate the beft models. —Can 
any pretend toplcad, that thefe meetings are not equally nécéflary or 
cous How, as at any former period? Surely not; unleéfs oy | 
camprove that we are not equally expofed to evil, that we have not 
snuch fin to lament, ‘as thofe who have gone before us; and that thé 
divine prefence and blefling are not fo interefting now, as then ; which 
.. Mone will undertake to prove. It has been remarked that when the 
_ gnoft High was about to confer any fpecial favour on his péople, it’bas 
tiftially been preceded by a fpirit of prayer—*« As foon as Zion travail- 
ed, the brought forth ‘her children.” 
From divine inj Wwe argue the necéffity of utited, fo- 
cial prayer.—God has intimately conneéted the means and the iti 
 aibthings. “ Seek the Lord and his ftréngth, feck his face continual: 
by." Chron. &vi. 11. ‘The divine will, as revealed ib his word, wé 
all avow to be tlie rule of our faith, and praétice ; and are often ex 
with for-greater conformity to that will; but let us beware of gtari 
command is an end of all ftrife 
nor can this ‘be v y ,» without incurring guilt, which 
will obfeure our évidience of intereft in his fayour. Ifrael was com- 
manded in their captivity “to feck the peace of the city whither God 
had caufed them to be carried away captives, and‘to pray unto the Lord 
for it; for inthe peace thereof, they fhould havé peace.” Ani 
Redeemer, looking on multitudes that were {cattered abroad, as thet 
having no Shepherd, faith unto his Difciples—“The harveft truly is plen- 
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_ and is highly fuited to meet the feelings and wifhes of albtiis 


fame with thankigiving” Chap. iv. 2-~And the Apoftles writing to 


5 

feous, but the labourers are few—pray ye theréfore the Lord of the hare 
veft, that he wil] fend forth labourers into his harveft.” Matt. ix. 37, 
38. And on another occafion—*“ Take ye heed, watch and pray: for 
ye know not when the timeis.” Mark xiii. 33—<The church at Co- 
ffe was thus admonifhed “Continue in prayer, and watch in the 


the Hebrews, fays, “ And let us confider one another to provoke mite 
love, and to good works: Not forfaking the affembling of ourtelves 
fogether as the manner of fome is; but exhorting one anptber, ‘and fo- 
much the more, as ye fee the day approaching.” Thefe,” Brethren; 
unitedly thew the necessity of a firit, regular, and devout attendance 
on meetings for focial prayer. 
_ We will now farther flate to yon, the mmportance of giving attends 
ance to thefe exercifes, | 
1. It isin meetings for focial prayer, if properly and ferioufly 
charged, that the life of God is particularly promoted in the foul. ‘The | 
Ap Jude feems to have réfpe& to the importahcé of this duty, 
when he exhorts thus, “ But ye, beloved, building up yourfelves’ Gn 
your moft holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoft,—Keep yourlelves iis 
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift ante 
éternal life.” V.21, 22.—And is not the life of God an objet? of un~ 
fpeakable moment with truly regenerate perfun ? It is for want 
of a greater experi¢nce of this privilege, we fémetimes complain toa 
fellow chriftian—retire from the fanétuary at the clofe of the fabbath, 
with grief; and mourn in fecret before God. The life of God, which 
is a fenfe of the favour and love of Godin Chrift Jefusy if the joy of 
the foul—the ftrengthener of every grace of the Holy Spiritin the heart; 
as faith, hope, love, patience, humility, fubmiffion, &¢.—And this i¢ 
greatly promoted in meeting for united prayer. Here; the varitty of 
gift with which the bleffed God furnithes his fervants, is manifehedy 
le 
prefent—thus, hope is revived and encouraged, and the life of Goa in 
the foul increafed. | | 
2. It is in thefe meetings, in a fpecial manner, that the divine 
fence is enjoyed—To encourage his difciples in this praéticé; the 
edeemer fays, “ Wliere two or three are gathered ‘together in wip 
tiame, there 4m_I in the ti:dft of which of us does fot 
profefs to efteem this blefling? What is it that tranquilizes thé foula- 
midft the boifterous ftorms of life: fweetens the fpirit; ‘and calms the 
turbulent paffidns-of the breaft? What is it fortifies the thind beneath 
the greateft prefflires—aflifts with cafe to repel the ftrongeft temptati- 
ofs; Mdkés the word, the fabbaths, the ordinances of God, a delight; 
abd infpires a relith for every part of his work? 1s it nota fente of the’ 
divine prefénce ?>—-Call to remembrance, Brethren, former days ahd 
feafons, when you have united in focial, fervent prayer; the ddore 


‘Being that—the {mall fill voice has fecretly whis , faying, * Peace’ 


Be unto you!” Have not your feelings refembled thofe of the difeiples 
oh the mount of transfiguration, with their Lord? And yowliavé {aid 
“It is good to be here"—Did you not then view fuch exercifes av infer- 
efiing indeed? With what pleafure and fervour of Spirit, have you 
gone to nnite with fellow chriftians, in fupplicating the divife prefeticd 
and bleffling ;—nor would you have loft an opportunity: but ab! what 
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. haseffe@ted fuch a'change now so vifible in fomeof you? The divine 
~ fence equally attends his praying fervants now, as at any former 
period, when they meet in obedience to his will, It was when the 
difciples were affembled together and prayed, “ that the place where 
they were, was fhaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft.” 


If alive to our own beft interefts, hither thal! we efteem it a privilege — 


to come, 
3. Itis here that brotherly love is increafed, and that we moft 


fully refemble the faints above in their worfhip.. Social worfhip comes 
nearefit to that of heaven—“ It tends greatly,” fays one, ‘to maintain 
brotherly love, and to bring down bleflings on families and focieties,” 
Here we meet as branches of the fame family, governed by the fame 
head; our interefts, hopes, and aims are one. ‘Jhofe who appear re- 
ferved, and difpofed to fay little in converfation, here untold them- 
felves, and fhew >that their affeGtions and defires, are in union with 
thofe of their Brethren. It is here that the believer pours out his foul 
in folemn> and unreferved prayer to God—Here, the weak and 
timid Brother is ftrengthened :—he fees in the fupplications of the beft 
of faints, that they are fifted and buffeted like himfelf ;—that they are 
ful) of the fame complaints, the fame wants and defires with him- 


iclf: and that, “as in water face anfwereth to face, so the heart of 


man to man :"—hence, he gains encouragement, and feels his heart more 
khit in love to the Brethren: thus chriftian triendfhip and fellowfhip 
abound. It is in this exercife that we feel more efpecially our connec- 
tion with the whole church of God—that we fee ourfelves feparated 
from the world; embracing the fame fentiments, walking in the fame 
way, feeking the fame end ;. and feel our hearts glow with love to each 
- other.—Thus we become as gardens, flourithing, beautiful and fruit- 
ful. “ The religious affeGions are generally more lively in relative 
and united, than in folitary and feparate exercifes. In devout com- 
pany engaged in the fame act of worfhip, the coldeft heart will kindle; 
while the fervent wil) glow with a ftill brighter flame, the devotional 
fpirit will ftrike into every heart, and animate all with one common 


ardour.” | | | 
| 4. God has crowned thefe meetings ,with the increafe of his 


and public bleffings fhould be obtained by his people. The primitive 
chriflians“ continued ftedfaftly in the Apoftles doétrine, &c. and in 
prayers, and the Lord added to the church daily fuch as fhould be fav- 
ed.” Brethren, are our hearts fet upon the profperity of Zion; do we 
with to fee her “ cords lengthened, and her ftakes ftrengthened?” Are 
we anxious to hail her triumphs over infidelity, iniquity and fuperfti- 
tion }—Have we neighbours, friends, near relatives and children; who 
are ftrangers to renewing grace ’—And will not this ftimulate us unit- 
edly to cry—* Save now, we befeech thee O Lord: O Lord we befeech 
. thee fend now profperity ?” When we gonfider the infinite importance 
of the falvation of touls; and the increale of truth and righteoufnefs in. 
the carth.— When we refle& on the numerous millions of our apoftate 


race, who are enveloped in the grofieft ignorance of the trne God; and 


the numbers that are conftantly perifhing in this ignorance ; thal] we 
think much of employing an hour.or two.in a week, in focial and fer- 


vent prayer, “that knowledge may run to and froand increafe?” 


Zion. —He has ordained focial prayer as the means through which great | 
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Shall we think much of any effort, time, or coft, that may iffue in the 

of men and the increafe of Zion? Look at the fervants of fin, the 
votaries of diffipation and folly; do they fpare any pains or coft; do 
they think much of a little time; are they difunited, cool and indifer- 
ent, in the purfuit of their projects ; or the promotion of their ichentes? 
And what is the iffue of their fuccefs? The feduétion of fouls into fin, 
and to inevitable ruin! “ The children of this world are in their gene- 
_ ration, wifer than the children of light.” Confidering what God has 
done, arid can do for Zion, in anfwer to prayer—let us take encoura 
ment, O “give him no reft, until he make Jeru(alem a joy and a praife 
throughout the whole earth"—Pray for the peace of Jerufalem, they 
thal) profper that love thee. 

5. ‘lo thefe, the divine promife is made, 

There are no meetings of his people, on which the bleffed God 
looks with greater complacency, than on thofe for ferious, uniied and 
fervent prayer; there, in a peculiar manner, he loves to dweil ;—and 
has often in his providence, thewn his approbation of them. It was 
foretold, that when the time for Ifrael’s deliverance from the babylo- 
‘nian captivity, fhould draw nigh. ‘“ Then thall ye call upoa me, aod 
ye fhall go and pray unto me, and [| will hearken untoyou. And 
fhall feek me, and find me, when ye fhall fearch for me with all your 
heart” Jer. xxix. 12. 13. And, fee the declaration by another Pro- 
phet—* And it fhall come to pafs, that before they call, I ‘will anfwer, 
and while they are: yet fpeaking, I will hear."—Again, “thus faith 
the Lord God, I will yet for this, be enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael, 
to do it for them. 1! will increafe them with men—like a flock”— 
“ Promifes are given, not to fupercede, but to quicken and encourage 
prayer"—And the Redeemer faid to his Difciples—* Again I fay unto 
you, that if two of you thall agree on earth, as touching any thing that 
they fhall afk, it fhall be done for them of my Father which is in hea- 
ven.” Matt. xviii. 19. And all things whatfoever ye fhall afk in 
prayer, believing, ye fhal] receive.” Matt. xxi. 22. What has not 
been effected by united fupplication at a throne of grace! It has great 

wer and prevalence with God, for the removal, or prevention of e- 

vil things, and for the obtaining of bleffings.—God delivered Peter 
from prifon and from death, in anfwer to the prayers of his church. — 
And, Paul fays, I know that this thal] turn to my falvation, thr 
your prayers and the fupply of the fpirit of Jefus Chriftt —Indifference . 
towards thefe meetings then, betrays an indifference toward the gene- 
ral ftate of our refpeétive churches :—the example of old and new Tes- 
tament Saints :—the divine command :—the promotion of perfonal re- 
ligion :—the gracious prefence of God, as enjoyed herein:—the increafe 
of brotherly love :—the interefts of Zion, and the promife of God.— 
Thofe of you Brethren, who habitually negle& fuch meetings, how can 
you acquit yourfelves of guilt before God: and what ideas are we to 
form of your perfonal religion? Your love to the caufe of Chrift; to 
your Brethren; or your regard to the divine word on this head ?—* A 
Son honoureth dis Father, and a Servant his Mafter: if then I dea Fa- 
ther, where zs mine honour? and if | be a Matter, where a my fear?” 
Mal. i: 6.—Do you objeG, that you have not time? Afkyourfelves, 
whether you have really a defire to attend them? If there bea will, 
furely, there will be fometimes a way. And would it nat be pofhble 
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to. redeem am hour or two in a week, by obfervinga little different com- 
| du in fome things? Yea, if our love to the Redeemer be ardent, thall 
| we not be willing to make fome {mall facrificesy for the iake of enjoy- 
| ing his gracious prefence? It becomes us to beware of the awful dein- 
z fion, while tempted to feek excufes for the negle& of retigious duties, 
Jeft it fhould drown our fouls in everiafting perdition! The danger trom 
this fource is exceedingly great: Cannot fome of you find me to go 
. frequently to fome other, than your ufual place of worthip to hear a 
fermon; and this, to the negleét of focial meetings with thole friends, 
r to whom you have voluntarily and folemnly furrendered youriclves, te 
walk with them “in al! the commandmeats and ordinances of the Lord, 
blamelefs.”. Thus acting, you violate your covenant engagements with 
the focieties of which you ftand members; and leave them to pray and 
feck the divine blefling alone. We have no with to prevent your hear- 
ing the word occafionally eliewhere—but if «even by this you muft neg- 
le& -meetings at your own places, and cannot conveniently find time 
for both, tis eafy to fee where duty calls, Suppofe all the members 
were to follow your example, what would become of focial prayer 
mectings?—-You know not what you lofe by negleé&; others have, 
there, experienced many a gracious vifit from the Saviour. Do you ob- 
ye&t to fome one or more ‘who are in the habit of engaging at thefe 
meetings, (though their moral conduct be unimpeachable)—or that you 
would attend, if you yourfelves were not requefied to engage? But 
ah! this indicates that it is not well with your foul. Beware of pride, 
look from the people in fuch an exercife; confider the all feeing eye 
ef God, and fincerely and fervently pour out your foul before him. — 
Thus, we urge your attendance from the preceding confiderations; 
but more, from the benefit that will refult to thofe who are prefent. Let 
no one of you fay, “‘ There is nothing that fo poor a creature as I am, 
could exprefs in prayer, that would benefit any one.” But remember, 
that the bleffed. God makes ufe of fome of the moft weak and feeble 
¢ =~ jmftruments for accomplifhing great good. But, if you engage not, 
your prefence there looks well, encourages others, and appears as if 
you felt fome intereft in the caufe of Chrift ; whereas your oppofite con- 
duct may be difcouraging to many around you. Tis highly culpable 
im youto fuffer either vifits of pleafure, or friendthip to detain yoy 
from attending here ;—confider, God, has the firft claim. | 
_. We farther urge you, from the fpeedy flight of time, the rapid ap- 
proach of death! Time, with youis fhort! Death, is at hand !—Thesa 
_ you will never more be of any advantage on earth, either by engag- 
ing, or by your prefence in prayer with your brethren. If yoy — 
_ take no pleafure in praying with the children of God here, can you ex- 
pea the pleafure of praifing with them above? lf you would, experi- 
ence a greater relifh for the things of God; bear your trials with iweet 
fubmifhion to the divine will; enjoy the communion of faints in a morg 
elevated degree; fee the intereft of Chrift flourith around you; or pos- 
fefs much of heaven upon earth ; we earneftly recommend your regu 
jar, and confcientious attendance on meetings for focial prayer, 
| Pegnit us to addrefs a few words to thofe of you, Brethren, whe 
take the lead at thefe exercifes. And here, we entreat you to look 
well to your temper and conduct, that they be irreproachable beforg 
@en; of, your prayers, however well exprefied, will never be accept, 
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able either to God or Man. And we advife you to bewaré of preach- 

ing in your prayers; of too familiar a mode of talking, or pelcnbine 
to the divine Being.—Avoid all affe€tation & bombaft; all difputation 
and refleétion upon others, whether prefent or abfent. “ The wrath 
of Man worketh not the righteouinefs of (+od,” and efpecially not in 
the folemn work of prayer. Avoid the conffant meniioning of one or 
more of the divine names; fuch a repetition has the appearance of ir- 
reverence, and is often painful to fome pious minds. Moreover, it is | 
pretty commonly objeéted (and not without caufe) that fome of our 
friends who engage in prayer are too long, and tedious; by this means, 
the favour of fach meetings evaporates, they become lefs interefting, 
and thinly attended ; and fome are detained tuo long from other duties, 
If you are concerned for the life and profperity of prayer meetings, be 
generally fhort. A few warm, pious petitions, are unfpeakably more 
interefting, and tend to keép up devotion, much more, than a long 
prayer, though there were variety in it (which is feldom the cafe, 
where. it isalways long.) “ Let thy words be few.” Eccles. v. 2. Two, 
or three might engage frequently, where there is only one. If thefe 
hints be praétically regarded, we thal! foon fee a wide difference jn our 
ptayer meetings; nor fhall we have téeafon to complain, as we have 
done, either for want of favour, or attendance. de 


Signed by the Moderator, 


D. TROTMAN. 


BREVIATES. 


Wepbwespay afternoon, met at three o'clock, .Brother Trotman 
- read the Circular Letter. Met again at six inthe evening, Brother Cave 
introduced the fervice by prayer; the letters trom the Churches were 
read, and Brother Hawkins contluded with prayer. 

‘Tuvuspay morning, at fix o'clock aflembled for prayer, Bréthrén 
Price, Lakelin, Dean, Gibbs, and Belther were engaged in leading’ 
the devotion of the worfhippers. \ At half paft ten, the public fervices 
were introduced with reading the {criptures and prayer by Brother 
Winterbotham (of Horfley) Brother Cave preached trom Gal, v. 17, 
For the flesh luste'b against the Spirit, ©c. and Brother hilpin, from 1 
3. firft part. is the will of God, even your sanctification. And 
Brother Butterworth concluded with prayer. In the evening at fix, 
Oclock Brother Davis introduced the fervicé by prayer; Brother Coles 


of Bourton, preached from Ezra x. 4. Arise, for this matter belongeth 
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UPton, Tuesday after the Easter week, 
“Phat the Subject fot the next agauciation letter dex: 
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